The photochemical induced reaction of metallo 2-diazo-3oxo-5,10,15,20-tetraphenylchbrins la and lb with alcohols is described. Photochemical dediazoniation in presence of simple alcohols leads to the formation of 2-alkyloxy-5,10,15,20-tetraphenylporphyrins 2a -21, 2-hydroxy-5,10,15,20-tetraphenylporphyrins 2a -3b, 2-alkyloxy-3-oxo-5,10,15,20-tetraphenylchlorins 4a -4f and 2,2-dialkybxy-3-oxo-5,10,15,20-tetraphenylchlorins 5a -Si-The product distribution strongly depends upon the central metal ion of the irradiated diazoketones la and lb-
INTRODUCTION

Synthesis of porphyrinic model systems for mimicking the function of photochemical reaction center chromophores
recently became a topic in porphyrin chemistry (1) . In these model systems light induced electron transfer from excited porphyrin to an appropriate electron acceptor takes place. For studying the electron transfer process it is often necessary to have well defined interchromophoric distances and orientations of the chromophores involved in the electron transfer process (2).
Therefore a number of sophisticated porphyrin dimers were synthesised which differ in the interchromophoric distance and orientation of the two porphyrinic macrocycles (3). Further important applications of porphyrins are photodynamic therapy (PDT) of cancer (4) and the development of new porphyrinic oxidation catalysts (5). For all these applications the synthesis of porphyrins with a different, well defined substitution pattern at the meso and ß-positions of the porphyrinic system is of great importance. Especially for the synthesis of compounds used for mimicking the photochemical reaction center chromophores it is necessary to modify the electronic properties of the porphyrins. The electronic properties of a porphyrin or chlorin chromophore can be altered by substitution especially in the ß-posrtions. Therefore it is of great importance to develop new synthetic procedures for introducing different substituents in these positions. We recently developed a new synthetic procedure for the synthesis of ß-alkyloxy substituted porphyrins by a porphyrin diazonium ion (6). We now report here about the photochemical reactivity of porphyrinic diazoketones la and lb which can be easily synthesized by reaction of metallo 2-amino-5,10,15,20-tetraphenylporphyrins with NaN0 2 in THF (7). These compounds exhibit very interesting chemical and photochemical properties. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Diazoketones are known to be photoreactive compounds. We therefore investigated the photochemistry of the diazoketones 1a and lb in alcoholic CHCl, solutions. Irradiations of compounds la and lb, respectively, were performed under nitrogen with a halogen light source in a pyrex vessel. After 5 -10 h the starting materials were totally reacted and in each case four new products were formed as shown by TLC analysis (8). The main products of the photochemical reaction of the copper complex la were the alkyloxy substituted compounds 2a -2c (26 -28%) and hydroxyporphyrin 2a (25 -27%). Furthermore, compounds 4a -4fi (6 -7%) and 5a -5c (11 -14%) were formed. Compound 2a was formed in 35% yield if la was irradiated in alcohol free CHCI,. The photochemical reaction of the nickel derivative lb leads to formation of the 2-aIkytoxy-3-oxo-5,10,15,20-tetraphenylchlorins 4d -4L(9 -10%) and 2,2-diaikyloxy-3-oxo-5,10,15,20-tetraphenylchlorins 5d -5ί (13 -14%) as the main reaction products. Interestingly, the hydroxyporphyrin 2b was only formed in very tow yield (1 -2%) . Furthermore, compounds 2d -2L were formed in 8 -10% yield. The synthesised compounds were separated by column chromatography on silica gel using CHCI, as eluent. Attempts to remove the metal ion from compounds 4a · 41 and 5a -5i by standard procedures only led to rapid decomposition of the products. Due to the acetal moiety of compounds 5a -5i these compounds can be hydrolyzed to diketones. This reaction was performed for 5a -5c in HCl / CHCI, in good yields (62 -75%) leading to compound S (Scheme 2) 
Scheme 2
It is interesting to notice the difference in product distribution between the copper and the nickel complexes. 
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